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Unimas targets to publish 12 books by year-end 
KUCHING: Universiti Malaysia 
Sarawak (Unimas) targets to 
publish at least 12 books of vari- 
ous topics on Sarawak by the 
end of the year. 

Unimas Deputy Vice Chan- 
cellor Professor Kharuddin 
Abdul Hamid, who disclosed this 
yesterday, said he was confident 
the university would be able to 
achieve its target. 

"We have just launched our 
sixth book today (yesterday) 
while another three are under 
review, " he told reporters after 
the opening of the Intellectual 
Publishing Seminar 2002 by 
Assistant Minister in the Chief 
Minister's Office Datuk Awang 
Tengah All Hassan here. 

He said the three books might 
probably be published in the next 
one or two months. 

"We are not looking at profit 
in our publication and as such 
we intend to publish around 500 
to 1,000 copies of each of the 
books, " he added. 

He said the books were pro- 
duced to provide critical docu- 
mentation for various purposes. 

Meanwhile, the book enti- 
tled "Mapping the Peopie of 
Sarawak", which was launched 
by Awang Tengah, is the work of 

Unimas' Institute of East Asian 
Studies. 

The university's publication 
list, which now includes 22. 
monographs, bibliographies an6 
working papers, provides infor- 
mation on the people of Borne 
Kalimantan from a regional 
perspective. 

According to the professor. 
"Mapping the People af 
Sarawak" is the first book that 
captures the pattern of settle- 
ment in the state as it existed 
in 1968 prior to the massive 
changes that began in the mid- 
seventies and had continued 
through into the 21st century. *:. 

"The baseline data shows the' 
precise distribution of popula-. 
lion in every settlement throui-°: 4 
out Sarawak, each identified b7t'' 
ethnicity and local leadership, 
he added. 

The author of the book Pr 
fessor Michael Leigh, is ih 
inaugural Director of Unimas' 
Institute of East Asian Studies. 

Prior to the appointment. 
Leigh had been professor and 
Head of the Department of Gov- 
ernment and Public Administra- 
tion at the University of Sydney, 
Australia and later Academic 
Director of Kolej Antarabaagsa 

Penang. 
He has published extensively 

on the economic, political and 
social changes in South East 
Asia. 

His books on Sarawak 
include "The Rising Moon: 

Political Change in Sarawak 
(1974)", "Council Negri 
Sarawak, Malaysia's Oldest 
Legislative (1992) and the "Chi- 
nese Community of Sarawak: 
A Study of Commercial Rela- 
tions" (1964). 
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