
279Willdenowia 44 – 2014

WONG SIN YENG1* & PETER c. BOYcE2

Studies on Homalomeneae (Araceae) of Borneo XVIII: Homalomena prolixa and H. 
scutata, two new species of doubtful affinity

Abstract

Wong S. Y. & Boyce P. c.: Studies on Homalomeneae (Araceae) of Borneo XVIII: Homalomena prolixa and H. 
scutata, two new species of doubtful affinity. – Willdenowia 44: 279 – 285. 2014. – Version of record first published 
online on 15 July 2014 ahead of inclusion in August 2014 issue; ISSN 1868-6397; © 2014 BGBM Berlin-Dahlem.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.3372/wi.44.44210

Two taxonomically novel species of Homalomena (Araceae: Homalomeneae), H. prolixa S. Y. Wong & P. c. Boyce 
and H. scutata S. Y. Wong & P. c. Boyce, both of doubtful taxonomic affinity, are described from SW Sarawak, and 
from Brunei and adjacent NE Sarawak, Borneo, respectively. Both occur as lithophytes on forested sandstone bluffs.
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Introduction

Over the past several years a combination of fieldwork 
and the maintenance of an extensive living collection has 
enabled considerable progress in understanding the inter-
nal taxonomy of Homalomena (Araceae: Homalomene-
ae) such that, with the caveat that much is still needed in 
terms of testable analyses, we are increasingly confident 
of the informal species groups and species complexes 
so far delimited (Boyce & Wong 2008; Ng & al. 2011; 
Wong & Boyce 2011).

Inevitably species are sometimes encountered that are 
unassignable to any of the informal taxa currently rec-
ognized. In instances where these species have a unique 
set of characteristics, we are usually confident to create 
a new informal taxon (e.g. the Wongii complex, Boyce 

& Wong 2011) in the belief that in time similar uniquely 
characterized species will be found. However, from time 
to time species are found that exhibit a confounding set 
of morphological distinctions that bridge between two 
or more informal taxa and are thus unassignable. We are 
here describing two such novelties.

Results and Discussion

Homalomena prolixa S. Y. Wong & P. c. Boyce, sp. nov. 
– Fig. 1.
Holotype: Malaysian Borneo, Sarawak, Kuching, Bau, 
Segong, Sungai Mutud, Mutud Waterfall, 01°33'11.5"N, 
110°08'38.0"E, 24 Feb 2014, P. C.  Boyce & Jepom ak 
Tisai AR-4358 (SAR!; isotype: SBc!).
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