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Weighting Cases in SPSS 

 
Donald Stephen 

Institute of Borneo Studies, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak  

Suppose your data are already in a frequency table and you want to use SPSS to analyze them (like exercise 2 

below). You could enter the score “1” one time, the score “2” two times, the score “3” three times and so on, 

but there is a much easier way to enter the data. 
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Manually this is how you enter data 

                      But you can also do this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

If you are doing method #2, click on Data, select Weight Cases. Select Weight cases by and put in the 

“count” variable. Click OK. (Alternately, you can get to weight case option by clicking the weight case 

shortcut icon that looks like weight scale) 

 

1 

2 

Create two variables in SPSS, “group” and “count” 

and enter the data. You data should look like the 

table above. Of course in both cases you need to 

define value labels 0-9: value 1, 10-19 value 2 and 

so on.  
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To answer the question, go back to your data and you are ready to do histogram.  

  

 

Regardless of whether you use method #1 or #2, you should get this  

 

Analyze -> descriptive 

statistics -> frequencies -> put 

in “group” into variable click 

“chart” ->bar charts  

Compute mean and SD if you 

want 
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QUESTION 3 EXERCISE 1 

 

IMPORTANT: ANSWER 3(b) FIRST, THEN 3(a).    ans 3(a) :X3,X5 

Typically, this is how we enter this data: 
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However you can also use weight cases method. This is how you enter: 

  

You can use value label for BC and SCALE. This one I activated the value label button so you don’t see 

numbers for BC and SCALE 

Important: note that I have already reverse the count for X3 and X5 so no need to recode variable.  

Now we can run our crosstab and verify your data. Click Analyze > Descriptive Statistics > Crosstabs.  

 click ok  
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BC * SCALE Crosstabulation 

Count   

 

SCALE 

Total VS S N DS VDS 

BC X1 4 5 3 3 5 20 

X2 2 4 4 3 7 20 

X3 10 2 5 2 1 20 

X4 4 4 2 3 7 20 

X5 5 5 3 5 2 20 

X6 6 4 2 6 2 20 

Total 31 24 19 22 24 120 

 Compare with the original data you will notice the score for 3 and 5 is reversed. Others maintain. This step is 

just to make sure you have the correct data.  

 

To answer the question 3(a) [find mean and SD], just do mean for SCALE.  

Analyze->descriptive statistics ->frequencies, then put in SCALE.  

(You don’t need to do any horizontal mean if you use this method, because the variable SCALE already 

include ALL questions X1-X6)  

Regardless of your method, your M should be the same. Just that you will have different frequency table. 

Difference in SD is because you are computing horizontal mean in method 1, so your dispersion is based on 

the horizontal mean, not the scale 1-5. SD for method 2 is based on dispersion of likert scale.  

 

 

End 

Disclaimer: This note is for educational purpose only and author does not make profit from this. SPSS 

statistics is a property of IBM. Support the software by purchasing legal copy of it.  

Method 1: Composite score  

(mean) 

Method 2: weight 


